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may judge how ignorant they are, even of their own annals, I send a copy of 
an inscription cut on the side of a hill at the entrance of the Chota Bolan 
pass. There are some tombs not far from it, but the villages in the imme- 
diate vicinity being deserted, no one can tell me any thing about it. I have 
sent copies to Shikarpoor and other places, without success. I was at first 
told it was done by the Kaffirs, and led on a wild goose chase, thinking . 
I had at length got something worth communicating, but the letters that 
are legible are so plainly Persian, that it is not worth troubling oneself 
further about it, except perhaps to fix a date, could it be read. Even at 
Bagh, the capital of the district, where I offered any sum for an account of 
the town even, no one would write it. The only way would be to 
employ persons for the purpose, send them to the principal places, and 
then glean from their accounts and the Chuch Nama. I will, if you wish, 
send you all I have picked up, but I fear it will not repay you the 
trouble of reading.” 


Norte.— The translation of the inscription, which is modern Sindee, was given me 
by a native merchant in Calcutta, who understands the language tolerably well. 
It is nothing more than a receipt for one hundred rupees, with the names of witnesses 
to the payment,(!) and in another style of character a query, as to what had become ° 
of a certain Oula Mirza, with a reply, that nothing was known of him. Some cyphers 
(probably a date) are illegible to my translator. I have written to Captain Hart, 
urging him to pursue his researches in Sinde, and he has since obliged me with an 
interesting notice of the Brehoees. ty 


Second Notice of some forged Coins of the Bactrians and Indo-Scy- 
thians.— By Lieut. ALEXANDER CUNNINGHAM, Engineers. 


When I first drew attention to the subject of counterfeit coins, my 
remarks were chiefly directed towards those which had been cast in 
moulds formed from genuine ancient coins: I had then seen none of 
any other kind; but I was aware of the existence of one piece which 
could not have been cast; namely, the gold piece of Amyntas in the 
possession of Lady Sale, “ which is in all respects similar to the copper 
coin of the same king, except that the figures are reversed.” Not 
having seen the coin, I was induced to say, that “the fact of the type 
having been reversed, showed an advance in the art of forgery ;” for 
I did not suppose that a spurious coin which had deceived any one, 
could be so ludicrously barbarous in execution as that of the forgeries 
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in the accompanying plate: for all of which, as well as for several cast 
forgeries, I am indebted to the disinterested kindness of Dr. Chapman of 
the 16th Lancers, who sent me all the suspected specimens in his own 
cabinet, and impressions of other suspected coins which he had seen, 
accompanied also with several genuine coins, that I might have, by 
a personal examination and comparison of them, the very best possible 
means of drawing correct conclusions regarding the genuineness of the 
suspected coins. 

The forgeries which I am now about to notice are of two distinct 
kinds, of which the most likely to deceive, consists of pieces formed 
in moulds from genuine ancient coins. These are generally repro- 
ductions in gold of ancient silver coins; though some few specimens 
are known of silver, formed from genuine copper coins, and even silver 
gilt pieces have been offered for sale. This kind of forgery is how- 
ever not likely to do much injury to the cause of numismatic science ; 
for the cast pieces only repeat the very types and legends of genuine 
coins. Now the very fact of a gold piece being of the same size, type, 
and make as a known true silver coin, should at once lead a collector 
to suspect its genuineness, and to examine carefully whether the gold 
piece has not been cast. Of the genuine gold Bactrian coinage only 
one specimen of Euthydemus is at present known; and this scarcity 
alone should make collectors cautious how they purchase a gold Bac- 
trian piece, unless it should be of a round form, and of a type unknown 
either in the silver or copper money of the same prince. 

From what I have said, it will be evident that our best safe-guard 
against cast forgeries, lies in the cupidity of the forgers, who reproduce 
the ancient silver coins in gold, that their profit upon each piece may 
be greater; and by this very change of metal we have an almost 
certain proof, furnished by the short-sighted forger himself, that the 
piece cannot be genuine. Were the forgers of cast coins however 
to confine themselves to the multiplication of silver casts of genuine 
silver coins, the only means of detection would be in the want of 
sharpness and distinctness both in the figures and in the letters, and 
more especially where they join the field or ground of the piece ; and 
in an excess of sharpness about the edges, instead of the smooth 
rounded edge of a genuine coin; as well as in a kind of dull frosted 
appearance, which cast coins usually have. - | 
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I will now describe the three gold pieces that Dr. Chapman has 
brought to my notice, all of which have evidently been cast in moulds 
formed from genuine silver coins. 

The first is of Menander, and is a cast of a well known type, having 
a bare diademed head to the right, and on the reverse Minerva Pro- 
machus : this was purchased at Kabul for 30 rupees; some ducats also 
which were bought from the same person by another gentleman, have 
since turned out to be forgeries. 

The second is likewise of Menander, but ofa different type; the 
bare diademed head of the king being to the left, and his right hand 
being raised in the act of hurling a javelin forward. This was also pro“ 
cured at Kabul. 

The third is of Antimachus, being a gold cast of the commonest 
type of the silver drachmas of that prince ; with a figure of Victory on 
one side, and on the reverse a horseman at speed. This piece was 
likewise purchased in Kabul, and I have no doubt that all three of 
them are the manufacture of the same hand. 

The first of these pieces is in the possession of Major Fitzgerald, 
and the others belong to Dr. Chapman, who when they were presented 
to him by a friend, at once suspected them to be forgeries ; and my 
examination of them only confirms his suspicion. 

The gold piece of Menander belonging to Dr. Chapman, weighs 74 
grains, whereas the gold piece of Antimachus weighs only 56 grains ; 
the difference between them being 18 grains. From an examination of 
seven genuine drachmas of Menander, and of five of Antimachus, I 
find that the heaviest of them weighs 40 grains, and the lightest one 
32 grains ; the difference between them being only 8 grains, or less 
than one-half of the difference between the two gold pieces. But 
as gold is less liable to injury and corrosion than silver, the extreme 
difference of weight between ancient gold coins should not be so great, 
as that between ancient silver coins; yet here we find that the differ- 
ence between these two gold pieces is more than double the greatest 
difference to be found between any two silver coins. Now as this 
excess of difference between the gold coins is too much to have arisen 
| from the effects of time, we must look for some other cause ; and that this 
| cause can only be that the two gold pieces have been cast in moulds 
| formed from genuine silver coins, is proved by the following facts. 
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1. The heaviest of the genuine silver coins weighs 40 grains; and 
as the relative specific gravity of silver to Kys is about 11 to 20, we 
have ; as 11 is to 20, so are 40 grains to 72 grains ; the weight which 
a gold piece would be if cast in a ipali formed from a silver coin 
weighing 40 grains, and within l= j grain of the actual weight of the 
cast gold piece of Menander. 

2. The lightest of the genning silver coins weighs 32 grains ; and 
therefore as 11 : 20 : : 32: 585 grains; which would be the 
weight of a gold piece if iss in a ai formed from one of the light- 
est genuine silver coins; and which is within 24 grains of the actual 
weight of the cast gold piece of Antimachus. 

3. The difference between two pieces thus formed is 725 —58— 4=14Ś, 
or nearly double the difference between the heaviest and lightest 
genuine silver coins; and also very nearly the actual difference be- 
tween the two gold pieces under examination. The metal of the Anti- 
machus is of a paler colour than that of the Menander ; and therefore 
as it must contain more silver, its relative specific gravity must be less : 
if however the metal of the two pieces had been the same, the differ- 
ence between their weights would have been a grain or two nearer the 
difference which I have calculated. . 


From these facts, then, I come to the conclusion that, as the weights 
of these two pieces are the same as the weights of gold casts made in 
moulds formed from the heaviest and lightest genuine silver coins; 
and as the difference in weight between the two pieces is more than 
double what it should be if they were genuine coins, and very nearly 
the same that it would be if they were cast as before said ; these pieces 
of Menander and Antimachus must be forgeries taken from genuine 
silver coins: a conclusion which is fully borne out by all the suspici- 
ous circumstances observable in their appearance. 


There is a faintness and an indistinctness in the outlines of the 
figures on these pieces, that stamps them at once as cast coins; and 
where the relief in the figures on the original coins is small, it is 
seldom reproduced in the casts; as in the instance of the gold piece 
of Antimachus, on which the horseman has no neck, and the horse 
has scarcely any visible pasterns; and where the letters are at all 
crowded on the original coin, the spaces between them become filled 
up in the cast piece, and render the legend almost illegible ; as in the 
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gold forgery of Menander, where the letters ANA are joined together 
by several flaws; and this place I suppose to have been the mouth 
of the mould, and that the letters have become confused together by 
the more rapid cooling of the molten metal towards the neck of the 
mould, which prevented it from entering perfectly into the hollows of 
the letters at that part. From the same cause the letters BAZIA 
on the gold piece of Antimachus are totally obliterated. I may add 
also as a further proof of the spuriousness of these pieces, that, when I 
showed them in the midst of several genuine silver coins to a native 
goldsmith, and asked him if he could make me some casts from them, 
he replied, that the figures and letters of the casts would not be so 
clear and distinct as on the original coins; and then added, as he 
picked up one of the gold pieces, “ This was made in a mould.” 

Of the second kind of forgeries, the specimens which have come to 
my notice, are chiefly of silver, with the exception of Lady Sale’s gold 
piece of Amyntas, and the gold piece of Kadphises engraved at the 
foot of the accompanying plate. 

No. 1. A round silver piece of the size of a tetradrachm, weighing 
243 grains. It is evidently imitated from a coin similar to Dr. Swiney’s 
tetradrachm, published by Mr. James Prinsep in the Jour. As. Soc. of 
Bengal, for November 1836; if not indeed from that very coin; 
which I had frequent opportunities of seeing, when it was in Dr. 
Swiney’s possession. Its relief was exceedingly bold, as I have 
shown in the left hand section of the plate, and this boldness is what 
will always be wanting in forgeries made by natives of India, whether 
from modelled moulds, or by engraved dies. The section to the right 
is of the spurious piece of Euthydemus; and a single glance at the 
two sections will be sufficient to show the great difference in the 
relief of the head of the two coins. 

It is true that there are ancient tetradrachms of Euthydemus of 
great rudeness of execution ; (vide, Jour. As. Soc. of Bengal, June 
1833 ; plate 11 ; Fig. 6,) but even they are distinguished by a boldness in 
the relief of the head, which is not to be found in any of the modern 
forgeries, which I am about to describe. These ancient rude tetra- 
drachms are discovered chiefly in the neighbourhood of Bokhara, from 
whence many have passed into Russia, and have been published by 
a celebrated Russian antiquary M. Köhler. I have one now before 
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me which likewise came from Bokhara; it weighs only 140 grains, 
and is therefore properly only a heavy didrachma : it is in high relief, 
and of extremely barbarous make ; but as coins of this description are 
found in great numbers about Bokhara, there can be no doubt of its 
genuineness. This specimen must therefore have belonged to a local 
coinage of Kuthydemus, which was confined to Bokhara alone as a 
tributary state; for if Bokhara had been under the immediate govern- 
ment of Euthydemus, there would either have been a royal mint esta- 
blished, or none at all; but if Bokhara was, as I suppose, a state 
tributary to Euthydemus; then it is easy to believe that one of the 
stipulations of the tribute was, that the money of the Bokhara state 
should be coined with the head, and in the name of the paramount 
sovereign. 

Another point which distinguishes the engraved tetradrachm as a 
spurious one is its utter barbarousness as a work of art ; the sketch in 
the plate gives a faithful outline of the head, preserving all its pecu- 
liarities ; of which the most remarkable is a full eye in a side view of 
the face. This singularity at once stamps this piece as a forgery, and 
proclaims it to be the work of a native of India, whose artists invariably 
represent a full eye, even in a side face. 

A third peculiarity is the fringe observable around the eye, on the 
forehead, before the ear, beneath the chin, and on the shoulder ; which 
almost tempts me to believe that the forger had copied his die from 
Mr. Jas. Prinsep’s engraving ; for these fringed parts in the spurious 
coin are the very portions that are shaded darkly in Mr. Prinsep’s 
etching. This supposition is still further borne out by the want of 
the central portion of the upright stroke of the monogrammatic letter | 
® on the reverse of the spurious piece; this part in Mr. Prinsep’s 
etching being so much fainter than the other strokes of the letter, 
that it might easily have escaped the eye of a forger, who was ignorant 
of the Greek characters. 

The last peculiarity which I need notice is, that the standing figure 
of Hercules on the reverse is without a club: for the forger ignorant 
of the figure represented on the true coin, has overlooked the fact that 
the lower part of the left arm is concealed beneath the lion’s skin: he 
has accordingly transformed the club, which reposes in the hollow of 
the arm on the original coin, into that half of the arm which should be 
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hidden by the lion’s skin, which it carries, and he has omitted the 
club altogether. This omission alone is sufficient to prove that the 
engraved tetradrachm is a forgery; but when taken in conjunction 
with the lowness of relief in the figures, the ludicrous barbarism of its 
workmanship, the full eye in a side face, the two feet of Hercules turn- 
ed to one side after the fashion of Indian art, and with the incomplete 
monogrammatic letter $, there can be no doubt whatever that it is a 
forged coin. 

I observe that both the legs of Hercules exhibit a double outline to 
the right, which can have happened only from double striking ; prov- 
ing clearly that this piece must have been struck from dies engraved 
by the forger. When dies are once engraved they may be used either 
for striking, or, with the addition of some clay round the edges to 
separate the two dies to a distance requisite for the thickness of the 
coin, they may be used as a mould for casting forged pieces ; and indeed 
Dr. Chapman, to whom this piece belongs, mentions that there is a 
cast of it in existence. The piece was procured at Bajáwur ; and it 
has been subjected to the fumes of sulphur to give it a dark appear- 
ance. 

No. 2. A small round silver piece of the size of a drachma, weighing 
61 grains; it is one of two pieces in the cabinet of Dr. Chapman; and 
there is a third specimen also weighing 61 grains in the possession of 
another gentleman, of which an impression is now lying before me. 

The execution of this piece is considerably more barbarous than that 
of the spurious tetradrachm of Euthydemus just described. The 
head faces to the left, instead of to the right, as on all the genuine 
coins of Eucratides: one of the three spurious pieces however has the 
head to the right. The change in the direction of the head, from 
right to left, may possibly be owing to the inadvertence, and not to the 
cunning of the forger ; for if he engraved his die from a genuine coin, 
and not from an impression, the die would have the head in the same 
direction as the coin, and the stamps made from it would be reversed. 
I doubt however whether the forger had a genuine silver coin in his 
possession ; if he had one, he would surely have made several casts 
from it, instead of putting himself to the expence and trouble of cut- 
ting dies. I am therefore inclined to believe that the forger had 
nothing more than a sketch to guide him in engraving the dies of this 
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grotesque piece of Eucratides. The eye is scarcely visible, and the 
nose, mouth, and chin are worthy only of a ludicrous mask. The caps 
and palms of the Dioscuri are also strangely disfigured ; and the name 
is corrupted to LIXAAATIAA on the first specimen, and on the 
third to BAE IAE QX OXKPATIG § all which suspicious circum- 
stances prove most incontestably, that these pieces are forgeries. 

No. 3. A square silver piece of large size, weighing 118 grains ; 
procured by Dr. Chapman at Peshawur. The execution of this piece 
is very much superior to that of any of the others in the accompanying 
plate; but there are several suspicious appearances about it, which 
induce me to believe it to be a forgery. Of these the principal are ; 
its square form ; its identity in size and type with a copper coin 
already known, having an owl on the reverse; and the total omission 
of the Bactrian Pali letter P s, at the end of the word Maharajasa, 
although there is plenty of room for it on the piece. It is curious to 
observe that the same omission occurs on the genuine copper coin 
published by Mr. Prinsep, from the corner of the coin having been cut 
off (vide Jour. As. Soc. of Bengal; November 1836. Fig. 6,) and 
on this account alone I am inclined to suspect that this forged piece 
must have been stamped by a die copied either from that identical coin, 
or from a sketch or impression of it. I have no doubt whatever that 
the piece is a forgery. 

No. 4, is likewise a square silver piece of large size, and is of ex- 
tremely barbarous workmanship; the title of BAZIAE Q2 is spelt 
BAZAIE QS, and the name is written MEVAH...; some of 
my objections to the genuineness of the last coin, apply equally to 
this ; namely, its square form, and its identity in size and type with 
a known copper coin, having Minerva’s Gorgon-headed shield on the 
reverse. These facts alone are sufficient to raise suspicion ; but when 
coupled with the barbarously rude execution of the piece, and with 
the jumbling of the letters of the legend, I have no hesitation in de- 
claring it to be a most pitiful forgery. 

No. 5, is another square silver piece of large size, and of the rudest 
possible workmanship. The king’s head and the figure on the reverse 
are both in directions contrary to what they are upon the original coin ; 
and this reversal of the figure of Minerva, betrays that the piece is a 
forgery ; for it brings the buckler upon the right arm, and leaves the 
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left arm to wield the spear; thus making the goddess of Wisdom left- 
handed. The legend also is much corrupted, and reads BAEN E QÈ 
NIKAoToPoS> AMYN..3 the missing letters of the name be- 
ing the very same that are wanting upon the coin that was stolen from 
Colonel Stacy. 

In the legend of the reverse, I observe that the initial letter of the 
name in the corrupted Bactrian Pali characters has a foot-stroke to 
the left, the same as in Mr. Jas. Prinsep’s engraving ; but this stroke 
does not appear on the plaster cast of that coin, which I have now 
before me; nor on a genuine round silver drachma of Amyntas, which 
through the kindness of Dr. Chapman I have been able to examine. On 
both of these, the initial letter of the name is the same as is found 
initial in all the names beginning with the letter A. 

All the circumstances observable about this piece, stamp it at once as 
a forgery ; its extreme rudeness of workmanship, its corrupted legends, 
and its having the buckler of Minerva placed in her right hand, all 
prove it to be a spurious piece ; which its square form, and its identity 
in size and type with a known copper coin, only serve to confirm be- 
yond the possibility of a doubt. It was procured at Peshawur from 
a man who had also a similar piece in gold; and the latter may very 
likely be the very piece which is now in the cabinet of Lady Sale. 
Here then, in addition to the spurious piece already made known by 
Mr. Raoul-Rochette, we have two more in gold and silver agreeing 
in all respects, save that of metal, with the copper coin of Amyntas, 
which was stolen from Colonel Stacy. The same sloping cut which is 
attributable to accident in the original coin, is here found repeated in 
all these spurious pieces; and I have therefore little doubt that they 
have all been copied from sketches or impressions of that very coin. 

In No. 6, I have given the Bactrian Pali characters of the name of 
Menander, as I find them upon a beautiful square coin of that prince of 
middle size. The first letter is m, inflected with the vowel e ; the se- 
cond is x, with a dot to the left below, which invariably represents the 
long a; the third character is a compound, the curve at the top thus C, 
being one-half of the Bactrian character €  ; the middle portion is d; 
and the foot stroke to the right is 7, which occurs exactly in the same 
way in the name of Eucratides, and in the word putrasa ; and the last 
Jetter is s. Thus the four characters read simply according to the 
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Greek, Ménandrasa. I may add however that this is the only coin on 
which I have seen the name written in this way. 

In No. 7 I have copied the Bactrian Pali characters of the name of 
Amyntas, as they appear upon the beautiful drachma belonging to Dr. 
Chapman. The first letter is the initial a; the second is m, inflected 
with the vowel z; the third is compounded of the half of the letter n 
(as above) and ¢; and the last is s; the whole four letters reading 
together in perfect accordance with the Greek, Amintasa. 

It is a curious fact that the engraved originals of all the five forged 
coins, now published, are to be found in the same plate in the Journal 
of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, (Pl. 46. Nov. 1836) ; and as I have ` 
shown that the foot stroke to the initial letter of the Bactrian Pali name 
of Amyntas, which is found in the engraving in that plate, does not 
exist on the actual coin, and that the wanting portion of the stroke of 
the monogrammatic letter q on the spurious tetradrachm of Euthy- 
demus is the very portion that is faintly sketched in Mr. Prinsep’s 
engraving; I am almost tempted to believe that the forger of these 
spurious coins is in possession of a copy of that plate; and that all 
these forged pieces have been imitated from the engravings contained 
in it. It is scarcely possible that a native of the East, resident in 
Afghanistan, should have one of these plates in his possession ; and as all 
the information which I have received from Dr. Chapman and from 
others, tends to prove that a white man is the superintendent forger 
of many false coins, I have little doubt that he (the white gentleman) 
is in possession of a copy of that plate, and of others; and that he has 
pointed out to his native assistants the particular coins which he 
wished to be forged. Of the common coins, such as drachmas of 
Menander and Antimachus, tbe forger has made casts, because he was 
easily able to procure original specimens; but of the rarer coins, such 
as those of the types imitated in the forgeries which I have just des- 
cribed, the fabricator, unable to obtain original specimens from which 
to form his moulds for casting, has taken advantage of Mr. Prinsep’s 
etchings, and has imitated them as well as he was able. Such at least 
is the conclusion that I have come to from the facts before me; and I 
have hopes that before long, I shall be able to expose the white gentle- 
man, who superintends the forging of these coins, to the merited con- 
tempt of the public. — ig 
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No. 8. A small round silver piece, weighing 33 grains, in the cabi- 
net of Dr. Chapman ; a duplicate of this piece is in the possession of 
Captain Hay, who has kindly favoured me with an impression of it ; 
and I am thus, by a careful comparison of Dr. Chapman’s coin with the 
impression of Capt. Hay’s piece, able to say that they have both been 
struck by the same dies; and also that Capt. Hay’s coin must have 
been struck before Dr. Chapman’s piece, for on the reverse of his 
coin there is no visible flaw, whereas on the reverse of Dr. Chapman’s 
coin there is a great flaw passing across the male figure, and a lesser 
flaw across the female figure: proving that the reverse die must have 
become cracked from repeated hammering, and that there are most 
probably many more similar counterfeits in existence. The original 
of this piece will be found engraved as No. 7, of plate 28, vol. iv. 
Jour. As. Soc. of Bengal. 

The chief objections to the genuineness of this piece are; Ist. its 
metal, none of the Indo-Scythian coins yet discovered being of silver ; 
2nd. its size and type, which are identical with those of a gold coin 
already known; 3rd. the jumbling of the letters on the obverse, where 
I observe that the letter A is the only legible character of the words 
PAO NANO PAO; 4th. the want of a halo round the head of 
NANA, which is never omitted upon the genuine coins in gold and 
copper; and to these I may add, the filling in of the arms and body of 
the half length figure on the obverse with small strokes, apparently 
copied from the shaded lines in Mr. Prinsep’s engraving. 

The Indo-Scythic coins of Kadphises, Oerki, and Kanerki are 
always of superior execution; the relief of the figures is bold and 
rounded ; and not low and flat as on this silver piece ; besides which, 
the limbs and bodies of the figures on the genuine coins are never 
formed of outline strokes, as on this silver piece, but are boldly and 
creditably engraved. I have no doubt, from all these circumstances, 
that this silver piece is a forgery. 

No. 9. A round gold piece in the possession of Mr. Conolly, C. S. 
It is of very inferior execution, and is evidently copied from the coin 
published by Mr. Jas. Prinsep as No. 1 of the same plate in which the 
original of the spurious piece just described is given. Dr. Chapman, 
who suspected this coin to be spurious, kindly procured me an impres- 
sion of it, from which I have made the accompanying sketch. A cast 
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of the original genuine coin is now before me, and I can therefore 
vouch for the correctness of Mr. Prinsep’s engraving. 

On the obverse of this rude piece it is observable that the little 
charioteer of the original is replaced by two unmeaning strokes; and 
that the principal figure, as well as the body of the chariot, is orna- 
mented with a row of small lines, which I believe to have been copied 
from the shading of Mr. Prinsep’s engraving. The Greek legend is 
besides faulty: there being but a mere stroke for the A of Basileus, 
and the final ¢ of Kadphises being altogether omitted; and these 
two letters are the only faulty ones in Mr. Prinsep’s engraving. On 
the reverse the standing figure with a trident exhibits a double outline 
from double striking ; and the body has three sloping lines drawn across 
it, which are the very number of shaded strokes in Mr. Prinsep’s 
sketch. The Bactrian legend is particularly faulty ; as 1 suppose from 
the incompleteness of the original engraving, from which the dies of 
this piece appear to have been copied. 

We have lu, Maha distinct enough, but then follows [] s, for 
which the two upright strokes of the r and j, which are alone visible 
in the*etching, might easily be mistaken. 

From all these coincidences between this spurious gold piece and 
the engraving published by Mr. Prinsep, and from its extremely 
barbarous workmanship, I have no doubt whatever that it is a forgery ; 
and I suspect that it must have been copied from Mr. Prinsep’s 
engraving. It is certainly very curious that the same fact, which I 
have observed regarding the engraved originals of the Bactrian forge- 
ries being found all in the same plate, is to be noticed of the engraved 
originals of these two Indo-Scythian forgeries, which are likewise 
found together in another plate of Mr. Prinsep’s Journal. I shal] 
therefore not only be not surprised, but I shall expect to see other 
forgeries of the rarer original coins engraved in those two plates; for 
I cannot help suspecting that the person who has forged all these 
coins is in possession of copies of those two plates. 

From the long remarks which I have made upon the coins of this 
second class of forgeries, it will be evident that the best test for distin- 
guishing a genuine coin is its excellence as a work of art; and this 
test will hold good with the earlier coins of the Indo-Scythians, as 
well as with the whole series of the Bactrian coins, which have pure 
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Greek names. The forged specimens which I have described are, with 
the exception of the Owl Menander, of such grotesquely barbarous 
workmanship, that a single glance is sufficient to detect their spurious- 
ness. A collector therefore in examining a coin of this class has only 
to pay particular attention to two points ; namely, whether its work- 
manship be worthy of Grecian art; and whether the double legends 
are perfect ; in carefully attending to which he will escape the pur- 
chase 


Of many medals, ‘‘ which if neither rare 
Nor ancient, will be so, preserved with care.” 


Since writing the above notice, several other glaring forgeries have 
“become known to me through the kindness of zealous friends. From 
Captain Hay I have received sketches of two square silver pieces of 
Menander, the exact counterparts of Nos. 3 and 4 of the accompa- 
nying plate. In the Bactrian Pali legend of No. 3, I observe the same 
remarkable omission of the final P sa, of Maharajasa, although there is 
abundance of room for it on the forged piece. Captain Hay suspected 
them to be forgeries when he first saw them ; but as they formed part 
of a large collection which was offered for sale, he was constrained to 
purchase the whole. 

From Lady Sale I have received impressions of her gold Amyntas, 
which is of square form, and is in all respects, save that of metal, 
identical with the barbarous silver piece engraved as No. 5: it is 
therefore, as I supposed in my former notice, an undoubted forgery. 
Lady Sale also purchased two other gold pieces at the same time from 
the same dealer ; one of them a Kadphises in his chariot, similar to 
No. 9 of the accompanying plate, and the other a Kadphises with a 
common bull, reverse, both of which I cannot help suspecting to be 
worthless, from the bad company in which they were found. 

I have likewise received no less than nineteen forged silver pieces 
from my brother Lieut. J. D. Cunningham, at Peshawur, who knowing 
them to be forgeries, kindly purchased them for me with the hope 
that their early publication might put collectors upon their guard. Of 
these nineteen pieces, three are forgeries of a Roman drachma, and 
the remaining sixteen are forgeries of the drachmas of Menander ; six 
being of the helmeted type, and ten of the bare-headed type, of which 
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five have the face looking to the right, and five have it to the left : the 
reverse of all of them being Minerva Promachus. It is needless to 
describe them more particularly, as they are equally barbarous in 
execution with those which have already been noticed ; but there is 
one peculiarity observable about them, which alone is sufficient to 
stamp them as bungling forgeries ; namely, that the legends on all the 
pieces of Menander are reversed both in Greek and in Bactrian Pali, 
the former reading from right to left, and the latter from left to right. 
The average weight of these pieces agrees with that of the genuine 
coins, being 364 grains. 
ALEXANDER CUNNINGHAM. 


